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It’s all an 1llusion at the Rheem
By Derek Zemrak
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Timothy James Photo provided
Lamorinda On May 20 at the Rheem The-
atre, get ready for a night of unbelievable

sleight of hand, hilarious audience interaction,
and a grand finale that will amaze you! It’s fun
for the whole family when illusionist Timothy
James takes center stage accompanied by pia-
nist Patti Leidecker.

I had the opportunity to interview him this
week.
Derek Zemrak:When did you start doing
magic?
Timothy James: I can’t think of a time when
I wasn’t doing magic. I grew up in a neighbor-
hood where there weren’t any other kids my
age. | also struggled with asthma and allergies,
so going outside wasn’t always an option. I had
to keep myself busy with other things and mag-
ic tricks seemed to stick. I read every magic
book the library had to offer. I still have a few
of them.

By the time I was in high school, I realized
I was good enough that people would actually
pay me to do magic. I was the first person in
my small circle of friends to have a job. A job
that quickly turned into a career.
DZ: What can the Rheem attendees expect to
see on May 207?
TJ: Hard to say without giving away the sur-
prise, but you can expect a lot of audience in-
teraction, comedy and magic. I have a lot of
surprises for everyone, including people who
have seen my act before. It’s going to be a fun
night.
DZ.: Is the show on May 20 at the Rheem The-
atre appropriate for kids?
TJ: Yes. I always lean toward a family-friend-
ly show. It comes down to the audience. If it’s
mostly families, I’ll do a family show. If it’s
mostly adults, I’ll do something with a bit of
an edge. I have a lot of material to draw from,
so I can customize the show to suit the crowd.
Whatever I think is appropriate for the audi-
ence.
DZ: You are an amazing illusionist. What is
the difference between an illusionist and a ma-
gician?
TJ: About $10,000 a show.

The title is more of a personal preference.
When people think of a magician, the first
thought is often a guy in a top hat with a rabbit.
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That’s not me. When I call myself an illusion-
ist, people know what it means, but they aren’t
entirely certain what to expect. It makes them
curious.

DZ: You have had the opportunity to perform
all over the country. Please tell the Lamorinda
Weekly readers about your most memorable
show.

TJ: 1 was working at the Magic Castle in Hol-
lywood, on the main stage, “The Palace of
Mystery.” 1 was booked for the week. Three
shows a night, and having a blast. In the act
I was doing, I needed one volunteer to come
on stage to participate. Picking people on the
fly is difficult. You want someone who looks
like they’re having fun...but not too much fun.
With the spotlights in my eyes, I could only
make out one figure near the front of the audi-
ence, a woman who looked like she was enjoy-
ing herself. I invited her up. Up the stairs she
came.

The audience at this point was laughing,
and I wasn’t sure why. There was some ap-
plause for the volunteer, that’s not unusual,
but the laughter told me that something was
up. As she approached the center of the stage,
I immediately recognized her as Geena Davis.
Yes! Oscar winner Geena Davis. And I had just
watched “The Long Kiss Goodnight” a few
days earlier.

There was no time to be star struck, I went
on with the act, saying the next line the way [
always say it; “And your name is?”

Laughter.

“Geena.”

“Nice to meet you, Geena.” And I contin-
ued with the act. She was a great participant.
She could have easily played things up and the
act could have gone off the rails, but she was
there to see magic and have fun. She was great!

Don’t miss this amazing unique event
for the entire family at the Rheem Theatre at
7 p.m. Saturday, May 20. Tickets are $15 for
adults and $10 for 18 and under. Tickets can be
purchased at the Rheem Theatre box-office or
online at www.lamorindatheatres.com

You will be amazed at the talent of Timothy
James!

The show is sponsored by the Moraga
Community Foundation a philanthropic
organization that works with the community
to build a vibrant future for Moraga. The
Moraga Community Foundation is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit.
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Service Clubs Announcements

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am

il ___,..- - at The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa,
i.' 't Lamain H BA SUNRISE Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette.
e Rotary For more info, please email us at

Frirnah, Fan, Servier  dbeer Seff

lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

30th Year Anniversary Club
history lesson...complete with
amazing guest stars

Tim Farley -

Mystery guest speaker

The “Teardrop Inn” is FINALLY fully revealed, in all
its lovingly created splendor!

Lafayette Rotary Club

Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.
Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

May 18: May 25:
Jacques Bernou Molly Gleason-Kodama

Acupunturist/Eastern
Medicine

Exotic Bird Keeper

www.rotarylafayette.org
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-Ca-197392963631366
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GARAGE
SALE

Saturday, May 20,2017

Come out to Moraga for a day of garage sale
shopping! There will be over 25 sales in Town!
Garage Sale Guides with a map and listings of
each sale will be available at the Hacienda de
las Flores, Moraga Library, Town Offices, and
Online starting on May |7th.

moragarec.com or 925-888-7036
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Thomas Kinkade Signed
Lithograph Collection

LIVE AUCTION

IMMEDIATE SALE OF UNGLAIMED MERCHANDISE WILL
BE SOLD PIEGE BY PIEGE AT A NOMINAL RESERVE.

Picasso Signed
and Numbered
Lithograph

Alexander Galder

Rolex Signed Lithograph

Masterpiece
Platinum with

1.02CT Diamond

L. Cage Ring

paper

Wells Fargo Stage
Coach Bronze

Rolex Daytona
with paper Louis lcart
Original 0il

Sports Memorabilia
Collection

R

- 20CT Tanzanite & Painti

T_T' Diamond Earrings ,_..Tn =

F_#,t AT — br—==— 1
! 1 F ¥ T

pt

)
F

7CT Fancy Yellow f ;

Diamond Earrings |: =

Sora O'Doherty; Sora@lamorindaweekly.com Andy Warhol

Committee

230: Sigm:ld TriColor Gold &
ithograp Diamond Ring

800-934-4804

Sunday, May 21, 2017
PREVIEW : 1:15 PM | AUCTION: 2:00 PM
LAFAYETTE COMMUNITY CENTER
500 ST MARY’S ROAD * LAFAYETTE, CA 94549

Terms: Cash, Check, VISA, AMEX. Auction not affiliated with any government agency or entity. 16.5% Buyers
Premium plus sales tax will be added to hammer price. All items subject to error, omissions and withdrawal.
Auction conducted by Westfield. Licensed and bonded with the state of CALIFORNIA BOND #0666187
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